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Division 56: Commissioner of Main Roads — Service 7, Office of Road Safety, $24 419 000 — 

Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 

Mr R.F. Johnson, Minister for Police. 

Mr I. Cameron, Executive Director. 

Mr P. Gregson, Principal Finance Officer. 

The CHAIRMAN: I remind members that I will conclude proceedings just before the hour.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I would like some detail on the amount going into the road trauma trust fund. This is 
clearly mentioned on page 669 of the Budget Statements and flows through into some of the figures. I am 
wondering whether the minister can give me the amounts from 2009–10, in each financial year and forward 
projections, that it is anticipated the road trauma trust fund will acquire. How much money is going in each year?  

[9.50 pm] 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, I can do that; I can give the projections.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Can we start at 2009–10?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, certainly. I am taking this from the budget of the Department of Transport, which 
collects the fines. That department is covered in another part of the budget papers, as the member would be 
aware. I will give the figures for the speed and red-light fines first. The member is also interested in the money 
that goes to the road trauma trust fund. The actual figure for 2009–10 from speed and red-light fines was 
$42 009 000. The 2010–11 budgeted figure was $92 907 000. The estimated actual for 2010–11 is $51 479 000. 
The 2011–12 budget estimate is $77 187 000. The forward estimates are in the budget papers. For 2012–13, the 
estimate is $84 906 000. For both 2013–14 and 2014–15, the estimate is $92 625 000. In terms of the payments 
to the road trauma trust fund, the actual figure for 2009–10 was $14 003 000. The 2010–11 budgeted figure was 
$30 969 000. The estimated actual figure for 2010–11 is $17 160 000. The budget estimate for 2011–12 is 
$51 458 000. The forward estimate for 2012–13 is $84 906 000. The forward estimate for 2013–14 and 2014–15 
is, of course, the same figure I read out earlier, which is $92 625 000. That is because in those two years, 100 per 
cent of the income will go to the road trauma trust fund.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I thank the minister. I have a further question. Will the increase to two-thirds this year and 
100 per cent next year be done by legislative change or through the powers that exist in the act for the minister to 
do it?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That will be done by legislative change. That is part of the cabinet process at the moment. 
It is my sincere hope that when we return to Parliament I will be able to introduce the very simple legislation that 
will stipulate that two-thirds of the income from speed and red-light cameras and the other digital cameras will 
go to the road trauma trust fund in 2011–12, and 100 per cent of the income will go to the fund in 2012–13.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I have a further question. The current approval process for spending funds from the road 
trauma trust fund requires the minister to act on a recommendation of the WA Road Safety Council. Is it 
intended that the legislation will change the process by which the money is actually to be spent?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Not in essence, but because we are talking about far greater sums of money, we believe 
that there must be more accountability. The process will be that the Road Safety Council will, as it does now, put 
proposals to me on the funding that it believes is necessary for specific road safety initiatives, such as areas of 
specific roads that require wire barriers or rumble strips. In essence, we will initially be looking at much more 
enhanced road safety initiatives in the metropolitan area, particularly at intersections, where too many deaths and 
serious injuries occur. They are areas that it will be looking at and recommending to me. Once I receive that 
recommendation, I will then discuss it with my Ministerial Council on Road Safety. That is very important. Once 
it has been agreed, I will sign off on that and it will then go to cabinet for cabinet to approve that expenditure.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I thank the minister for that. Does that mean that until the minister actually gets those 
changed arrangements in place, all or most of the money that was anticipated to be available will simply be put 
on hold? For instance, under the Main Roads budget, a very large amount of money has been withdrawn that 
would have been committed to the road trauma trust fund. Will all that stuff be put on hold and pulled out of the 
budget until that system is in place?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We are not going to spend money until we have got it. It would be irresponsible to do that. 
We are looking at a trust fund. The money that goes into the trust fund will be held there until it is appropriated 
to spend on those road safety initiatives that will, unquestionably, enhance our commitment to the Towards Zero 
road safety strategy.  
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE: It may; it depends how wisely it is spent. My concern is that if agencies like Main Roads 
are not given some estimate of what they will have in the forward estimates, they cannot plan and spend money 
wisely as part of making roads safer.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No. Main Roads will continue with its black spot funding and its safer roads funding. That 
is in the budget papers. That is something the member for Girrawheen doubted would be in the budget papers, 
but if members look carefully, they will see that they are fully line-itemed in the Main Roads budget. This is 
additional funding.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: So, they are actually taken out. On page 662, tens of millions of dollars have been 
extracted from its budget under the road trauma trust fund.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What is the member looking at? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I am looking at the line item on the road trauma trust fund on page 662, under Main 
Roads. They are taking out — 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do not have that budget in front of me.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: It is the road trauma trust fund, which is what we are dealing with under this item. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry, member, but we cannot refer back to a previous section.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Through the Chair, we are not. We are dealing with things on page 669, which is the road 
trauma trust fund, but because no details are on this page, we have to look to other parts of the document to see 
what is happening to the funds from page 669.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member is quoting from the budget of the Commissioner of Main Roads on page 662 
of the Budget Statements. The member is referring to what is under the road trauma trust fund and is seeing that 
money is being withdrawn. The figure is $16 million. I will tell the member what it is. The expenditure from the 
road trauma trust fund has been reduced due to the revising down of estimated speed and red-light camera 
infringement inflows. The forward estimates are estimates only and are adjusted according to the best available 
information at the time. This adjustment reflects the results being achieved and the revised projections from 
speed and red-light camera operations as a result of changes to motorist behaviour. For example, improvements 
in driver behaviour are occurring much quicker at intersections where the new speed and red-light cameras have 
been installed, which I mentioned earlier. A positive change in behaviour has been quicker than expected, which 
is great news for road safety and has necessitated adjustments to the forward estimates. For a number of years, 
the RTTF estimates have been relatively stable, reflecting a consistent level of operation and motorist 
behavioural response. With the recent large generational improvement and the scale of enhancements and 
changes being made by police under the new enhanced speed enforcement program, the estimates have been 
reviewed as experience and knowledge improves about the inflows occurring. Further revisions may be expected 
in the future as and when actual performance trends indicate further change may be necessary in the forward 
estimates.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I thank the minister. I was aware of that, but different parts of the budget say absolutely 
contradictory things. The minister read out that the estimates will go from $51 million in 2010–11, to 
$77 million, to $84 million to $92 million. This other part of the budget papers that the minister correctly read 
says that it is going to be reduced. The minister cannot have it both ways.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will get Paul Gregson to answer that question, because he knows the specific finance on 
this one.  

Mr P. Gregson: Those figures actually relate to expenditure and not to inflows into the trust fund. They were 
originally revised down, as the minister said, to reflect the changes in driver behaviour, which would obviously 
reduce infringements and ultimately reduce inflows into the trust fund. The figures do not include the proposed 
changes whereby 100 per cent of infringements for red-light and speed cameras will flow in. We expect those 
figures in the out years, when it is allocated, to be increased.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: One final question, if I may. For the figures that the minister read out to me in terms of 
what is anticipated might flow from fines, are those numbers entered into the budget in some places as potential 
income? Yes or no?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The problem is they are not allocated yet. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: No, but they are as income. They are not allocated as expenditure. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We cannot spend it, so they cannot put it down as income until they are allocated. I think 
that is the answer to the question that the member wants. 
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The appropriation was recommended.  

Committee adjourned at 10.00 pm 
__________ 

 
 


